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Melanie serves as Deputy Chief of Staff and Senior Education Advisor for Governor Henry Dargan McMaster. She assists Governor McMaster with policies related to early childhood education, public education, and higher education and oversees development of the Governor’s annual executive budget. She joined the staff in 2019.
Prior to her current position, Melanie worked for nineteen years for the Education Oversight Committee where she served as Executive Director for eight years. She assisted the South Carolina legislature in establishing the full-day, four-year-old kindergarten program and the state’s accountability system for public education. She also previously worked for the South Carolina Senate.
In 2012 Melanie was appointed by Governor Nikki Haley to the Southern Regional Education Board where she has continuously served. She is a former member of the Practitioner Council of the Hoover Education Success Initiative at Stanford University.
Melanie holds a Bachelor of Arts degree in history and political science from Furman University and a Master of Arts degree in public policy from Duke University. Her husband, son, daughter, and daughter-in-law are also Furman graduates.



