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Young delegates get a unique opportunit\ to build global ties
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By Mary Vorsino

As world leaders gather this week to talk trade and
cooperation, a host of youth leaders from APEC member

nations will be doing the same, as part of a convention
aimed at helping young people hone their statesmanship
skills.

The APEC Voices of the Future conference, with 110
delegates all in their teens and early 20s, kicked off
Tuesday at Kamehameha Schools' Kapalama campus with

a welcome from the governor and Honolulu Mayor Peter Carlisle, who urged the young people to "take the

time to teach us and learn from us."

Over the course of the week, the delegates, five of whom are from the islands, will be in the middle of the
APEC summit action, attending high-level sessions and -- the youths hope -- meeting dignitaries. One student

said breathlessly there's a rumor the group might meet President Barack Obama.

LeShae Henderson, a senior at Kamehameha Schools-Kapalama who is participating in the youth conference,

said she's interested in working with peers from other countries over the week and "getting to know them
better."

She said learning about each others' differences and similarities is vital.

APEC YOUTH EVENTS

ª Voices of the Future conference: Youth delegates from Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation member nations
will attend APEC meetings and gather for other events, all aimed at promoting cultural understanding and
cooperation.

ª Volunteers: Dozens of students are volunteering at a host of APEC-related events. Among the schools
participating: Waipahu High, McKinley High, Le Jardin Academy, La Pietra, University of Hawaii, Chaminade

University and Hawaii Pacific University.

ª Palolo Elementary visit: The wife of the Malaysian prime minister will visit Palolo Elementary School on

Saturday to see its sustainability curriculum at work, through gardens and aquaponics systems. Students and
staff plan to be there for the visit.
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"WH KDYH WR FRH[LVW ZLWK HDFK RWKHU," VKH VDLG.

OQ WRS RI ORWV RI OHDUQLQJ, WKH GHOHJDWHV ZLOO DOVR JHW WR KDYH VRPH IXQ. TRGD\, DIWHU APEC PHHWLQJV LQ WKH
PRUQLQJ, WKH JURXS ZLOO KHDG WR MDQRD WR JHW PXGG\ WHQGLQJ D WDUR SDWFK. OQ TKXUVGD\ QLJKW WKH GHOHJDWHV

KHDG WR BLVKRS MXVHXP IRU GLQQHU DQG D JURXS WRXU. OQ WKH GRFNHW IRU FULGD\ DIWHUQRRQ: VXUILQJ, IROORZHG E\ D
OXDX ZLWK KXOD, PXVLF DQG JDPHV.

NRHO GRXOG, D IRXQGLQJ PHPEHU RI WKH VRLFHV RI WKH FXWXUH FRQIHUHQFH, ZKLFK LV KHOG ZLWK HYHU\ AVLD-PDFLILF

EFRQRPLF CRRSHUDWLRQ VXPPLW, VDLG WKH \RXWK FRQYHQWLRQ LV PHDQW WR VKRZ \RXQJ SHRSOH WKDW WKHLU RSLQLRQV
FRXQW DQG WKDW WKH\ FDQ PDNH FRQQHFWLRQV WRGD\ WR PDNH ELJ FKDQJHV WRPRUURZ.

OI APEC, GRXOG VDLG, "TKLV LV WKH JUHDWHVW FODVVURRP."

TKH VRLFHV RI WKH FXWXUH FRQIHUHQFH LV RQH RI VHYHUDO ZD\V \RXWK DUH SDUWLFLSDWLQJ LQ WKH APEC VXPPLW, VHHQ

E\ HGXFDWRUV DV D RQFH-LQ-D-OLIHWLPH OHDUQLQJ RSSRUWXQLW\ DQG D XQLTXH FKDQFH WR OHDUQ DERXW RWKHU FRXQWULHV,
WHDFK WKH YLUWXHV RI ZRUNLQJ WRJHWKHU DQG WKLQN DERXW FUHDWLYH VROXWLRQV.

TKLV ZHHN, GR]HQV RI KLJK VFKRRO DQG FROOHJH VWXGHQWV DUH YROXQWHHULQJ DW APEC-UHODWHG HYHQWV, ZKLOH VWXGHQW
MRXUQDOLVWV DUH EHLQJ JLYHQ DFFHVV WR FRYHU APEC PHHWLQJV. "TKH ZRUOG LV FRPLQJ WR WKHP," VDLG JLOO CDQILHOG,

H[HFXWLYH GLUHFWRU RI WKH PDFLILF DQG AVLDQ AIIDLUV CRXQFLO.

TKH FRXQFLO KHOG APEC-WKHPHG HYHQWV EHIRUH VXPPLW ZHHN, LQFOXGLQJ D PRGHO APEC IRU VWXGHQWV RQ HDZDLL
LVODQG ODVW PRQWK DQG RQ ODKX LQ MDUFK.

APRQJ VFKRROV YROXQWHHULQJ WKLV ZHHN LV WDLSDKX HLJK, ZKLFK VHQW DERXW 30 WRXULVP VWXGHQWV WR WKH HDZDL'L
CRQYHQWLRQ CHQWHU WR RSHQ GRRUV DQG GLUHFW SHRSOH. TRGG NDND\DPD, GLUHFWRU RI WKH WDLSDKX HLJK AFDGHP\

RI HRVSLWDOLW\ DQG TRXULVP, VDLG VWXGHQWV SUHSDUHG IRU WKH HYHQW E\ VWXG\LQJ FXVWRPV DQG WKH ORJLVWLFV RI DQ
APEC VXPPLW.

"TKHUH'V VR PDQ\ WKLQJV WR JUDVS IURP WKLV," KH VDLG.

OQ SDWXUGD\, PDOROR EOHPHQWDU\ SFKRRO VWXGHQWV DQG VWDII ZLOO EH DW WKH FDPSXV RQ WKHLU GD\ RII IRU D YLVLW IURP
WKH MDOD\VLDQ SULPH PLQLVWHU'V ZLIH.

PDOROR EOHPHQWDU\ PULQFLSDO RXWK SLOEHUVWHLQ FDOOHG WKH YLVLW D FKDQFH WR VKDUH WKH VFKRRO'V VXVWDLQDELOLW\
FXUULFXOXP DQG VKRZFDVH LWV VWXGHQWV, ZKR KDYH VHHQ FRQWLQXDO SURJUHVV GHVSLWH ELJ FKDOOHQJHV. JXVW DERXW DOO RI

PDOROR'V VWXGHQWV DUH ORZ-LQFRPH, DQG PDQ\ VSHDN EQJOLVK DV D VHFRQG ODQJXDJH.

SLOEHUVWHLQ VDLG RI WKH YLVLW, "WH DUH KRQRUHG."

TKH VRLFHV IRU WKH FXWXUH FRQIHUHQFH IHDWXUHV WKUHH GHOHJDWHV IURP KDPHKDPHKD SFKRROV DQG WZR IURP
PXQDKRX SFKRRO. TKHUH DUH ILYH RWKHU U.S. GHOHJDWHV IURP WKH PDLQODQG, ZKLOH RWKHU GHOHJDWHV KDLO IURP 16
APEC QDWLRQV.

ALQD ANDPX, D VRFLDO VWXGLHV WHDFKHU DW KDPHKDPHKD ZKR KHOSHG RUJDQL]H WKH FRQIHUHQFH, VDLG WKH HYHQW LV
LQIXVHG ZLWK HDZDLLDQ FXOWXUH. "OXU KRSH LV WKH\ ZLOO OHDYH IRUHYHU FKDQJHG E\ H[SHULHQFLQJ WKH DORKD VSLULW," KH
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infXVed ZiWh HaZaiian cXlWXUe. "OXU hope iV Whe\ Zill leaYe foUeYeU changed b\ e[peUiencing Whe aloha VpiUiW," he

Vaid, adding VWXdenWV Zill alVo be pUeVenWed ZiWh aUgXmenWV in faYoU and oppoVed Wo APEC. "We ZanW Wo
pUoYide a balanced e[peUience," he Vaid.

Philippine delegaWe JaVon GaYina, 23, Zho callV himVelf a "global changemakeU" on hiV bXVineVV caUd, Vaid he
hopeV Wo pUomoWe XndeUVWanding aW Whe \oXWh VXmmiW. The eYenW, he Vaid, "bUingV XV Wo Whe Wable."
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